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Newsletter of the Bi Bend Amateur Radio Club, AD5BB
December,2009-January, 2010 Alpine, Texas

President
Terry Allison, K5TDA
Vice President
Lora Hawkins, KD5RJE

MEETING MINUTES DECEMBER '09
December 8, 2009

The December 8, 2009 meeting was attended by 20
people.

The meeting went quickly. President Rob Kinucan
thanked all of the volunteer members who gave program
presentations over the past year. Final Plans for the Santa Net
were completed. And it was announced that the Big Bend 50k
Ultra Run event may return to Big Bend National Park as
early as October 20I0, but is targeting January 20 II.

The Election Committee proposed to re-elect the
club's Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer, and to
nominate Terry Allison, K5TDA for President of the BBARC
for 2010. The committee's proposal was approved
unanimously.

The program portion of the meeting was the annual
silent auction.

MEETING MINUTES JANUARY '10
January 12, 2010

The January 12,2010 meeting was attended by 16
people.

Bill Roberts returned from Odessa this afternoon
after spending time with Bob Ayer and his family at the
Odessa Medical Center. His diagnosis was not good and it
looks as ifhe will move into another care facility in Odessa.

Rob Kinucan said all is on track for the annual
banquet and KVLF radio General Manager, Ray Hendrix will
be our guest speaker.

The Christmas Mountain repeater in South Brewster
County has been causing some interference on our system.
New batteries were installed since they are aging and the
problem seemed to occur at times that low voltage could be
suspected. However the problem did not go away. Plans will
be made to build another full repeater system for the site and
then switch it out.

Dave, N500 announced a license test to be held
Monday evening, January 25 at 7:30 PM. in Lawrence Hall
room 309 at the Sui Ross Campus. He will also begin a
Technician's license study class beginning Tuesday January
26 in the Warnok Science Building room 201. It will meet
each Tuesday evening from 7:00 to 9:00 PM. and run to
Spring Break.

The program, presented by Jim Fowler KD5KBU,
was a history of Radio Astronomy, the involvement of HAMs
in the early days of radio, and how HAMs still provide
valuable contributions to the science with long term
observations over wide areas that would be too costly for the
professional astronomers to conduct.

+
Secretary
Bill Baker, W5ATO
Treasurer
Angie Otoupal, N5MVV

SANTA NET SUCESS
The second annual Santa Net took place on

Wednesday, December 16,2009. Once again the club
communications RV was moved to the True Value parking lot.
This year the plan was to involve children from South
Brewster County as well. While it was expected to conduct the
net as one net involving two primary repeater sites, the
repeater in South County began to act up. Thinking on their
feet, the group in South Brewster County switched to a
simplex operation and were still able to contact Santa on their
own.

While the turn out in Alpine was slightly lower than
last year, when the turn out ftom South County was added in
the count was slightly higher than last year.

The Amateur Radio community needs new young
members more than ever before. Growing communications
needs are creating greater pressure for more bandwidth.
Without a continuing and growing HAM community we may
one day be pressured into giving up some of our bandwidth.
We must bring youth into amateur radio if we want to keep
our bands. Who can say how many seeds will take hold when
children have the opportunity to talk to Santa Clause on two
way radio.
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Around 4: 30 A.M. CST, Thursday, January 14,

20 I0, Robert Arthur Ayer passed from this life. After several
months of illness, tests at Odessa Medical Center, days earlier,
confirmed he had cancer and it was in a very advanced stage.
Bob was moved to the Hospice House in Odessa Tuesday
afternoon. For the next day and a half, Bob was able to rest in
peace and comfort.

The family asks in lieu of flowers that donations be
made to the Hospice House in Odessa. Their staff and
environment were exceptional and Bob could not have been in
better hands to transition from this life.

Services are scheduled at a later date. Arrangements
are by Acres West Funeral Chapel.

Bob was born in Bath, Maine. He was an electrician
and a boat builder.

SURVIVORS Wife, Claire (Redlow) Ayer ofFort Stockton;
and daughter, Wendy Ward of Minot, Maine.
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