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Alpine, Texas

Ooooooops
From the Editor, BiU Baker, W5ATO

Sorry, gang! But personal activities have kept me
busy this past month and I'm aftaid the news letter is going to
be very brief this month. I'll try to get some good stuff ready
for next month. but as light is this one is, I'm holding myself
to getting one out each month, so here it is.
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MEETING MINUTES
BillBaker

The meeting was attended by 10people, according to
the sign in sheet.

President Rob Kinucan was away on business and
Vice President Lora Hawkins presided. The meeting was
called to order at 7:30 P.M. local time and Lora introduced
one guest, Charlie, W4LCC of Colorado Springs, Co. Charlie
was a long time resident ofBalmorhea, TX. and in the earlier
years of the club has been a member on the 3922 emergency
net, participated in the early years of the Lajitas bike race and
assisted in the Saragosa tornado aftermath continuing to pass
traffic after the BBARC took the communications van back to
Alpine.

Lora then addressed the members of the Repeater
Committee and read the Presidents Charge to the committee,
defining the purpose and scope of the committees
responsibilities.

Bill Roberts, Chair of the committee, then reported
on the committees activities. One very brief introduction
meeting last month and one meeting of 3 members to assess
issues of the 444.62S repeater. The 62S repeater is offline and
sitting at KAlAAJ's house awaiting parts and it may be some
time before it is in operation again.

Bill, WSATO presented a request from Jim Reynolds,
KKSMV, the director of the K5PSA EOC and Hospital
network. They are wanting to expand and enhance their
existing communications capabilities in the Big Bend area
with a remotes base radio and some 9600 baud packet
digipeaters and APRS repeaters. Desirable site locations for
some of this equipment would be on Elephant Mt. and Twin
Sisters Mt. He is asking for the cooperation of the BBARC in
helping to establish these sites. It needs to be noted very
strongly that he will secure permission and arrangements
directly from the site owners and/or managers and he will
provide all equipment and power needs for his equipment at
each site, and he will insure that his repeaters will not interfere
with the BBARC repeaters.

While there are some issues of concern, it looks like
this could be a good thing and it will be taken one step at a
time and Jim wants to be very careful not to step on any toes
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and is willing to adapt to fit in seamlessly without disrupting
any of the BBARC system activities or operations.

There was no program for the evening as the Sky
Warn training will be held on March 31 (second following
article.)

Fr. DAVISHAMMER-FEST
April 4-5, 2009

This year's Hammer-Fest will be held Saturday and
Sunday, April 4thand Sth.The weekend before Easter.

Jim Fowler, KD5KBU win once again be the
communications coordinator for this event. Jim will need S or
more volunteers for Saturday morning and at least 3 for
Saturday afternoon. Sunday will be the race around the Scenic
Loop and he should need volunteers for about a dozen
stations.

Contact Jim to volunteer at KDSKBUon the 2-meter
system, or e-mail atjrfl2@mac.com (juliet romeo foxtrot
twelve), or call me (Bill Baker, WSATO at 432-837-2061
(True Value) and we will put you on the list.)

SKY - WARN
NATIONALWEATIlER SERVICE

SEVERE WEATHERSPOTTER TRAINING
On Tuesday, March 31 this year, specialists from the

National Weather Service, Midland Office will be in Alpine to
conduct their annual 2 hour Severe Weather Spotter Training
workshop. It will be held from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Warnock
Science Building, room 201, at Sui Ross State University,
Alpine, Texas.

BBARC ANNUAL BANQUET
The BBARC Annual Banquet is still being planned

as I write. I talked to Rob today (3-26-09) and what is known
for certain is it will be held Saturday, April 18 at 7:00 P.M.

What is not confirmed just yet, but seems very likely,
is that Alexander's will provide the food, Kokernot doesn't
seem to work in well and Alexander's Restaurant may be the
location. Rob and I also discussed the menu considering
whether to select 2 or 3 items to choose from or do a buffet.

As fast as this date is approaching and the fact that it will be
the Saturday after the regular meeting, it looks like it would be
difficult to collect everyone's menu selections before the
dinner. The buffet option may be a good choice. There would
be no long wait while individual dinners are served, and
Alexander's is very good at preparing buffets.

If anyone has a strong opinion, please contact Rob,
but be sure you are willing to assist in the arrangements if you
feel that strongly.
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