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SEVENTYTHREES
From Bill Baker, W5ATO

Early member of the BBARC and the first engineer
of our linked 2-meter repeater system, John White, WB5EGQ,
became Silent Key on May 12.

Shortly after I became a licensed HAM, I met John
on the 2-meter repeater, both of us were mobile. I found him
very mendly and easy to visit with. He had a very positive
tone and we spoke as if we had known each other for years.
Through these past 11 years since, I would only occasionally
bump into John on the radio or somewhere in town, and every
time it was like meeting a life long mend you hadn't seen for
a while.

John was a great man and a mend to many. I
probably know John more trom what his closer mends say
about him than I do ftom my own experiences. But nom what
I know, and nom all I've been told, I am reminded of the
legacy of Will Rogers. "He never met a man he didn't like."

Several club members knew John very well and we
will collect their memories and stories for next month's issue
of The Bark.

To John's family, trom his mends in the BBARC and
nom the club as a whole, we extend our most heart felt
sympathies and want you to know that we are standing by if
there is anything we can do.
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MEETING MINUTES
BillBaker

16 people attended according to the sign in sheet.
Notable attendees included Harry, KA2LFX nom Corpus
Christie who announced his intentions to make his residence

in Alpine area in the near future. Welcome to Alpine and the
Big Bend. Harry.

2008 BBARC President Bill, W5NPR presented Barb
Stone, KM5VM, the club's award of "HAM OF THE YEAR."
Barb has attended many of the club's support activities
through the years, including the Big Bend 50k Run in the
National Park, the Big Bend Desert Challenge / Mas-o-Menos
lOOkbike event, the Ft. Davis Hammer Fest and Cycle Fest,
the Big Bend Balloon Bash, Field Day site arrangements,
GOTTA station operations, Santa Net assistance, volunteer
examinations, regular local contact on traffic nets and many
other activities.

Barb has been strong supporter of amateur radio and
the BBARC and is most deserving of this award.

Dave, N5DO announced the sad news that John
White, WB5EGQ had passed away today. John was an early
member in the club, helped get our linked repeater system
established and was loved by all of us who knew him. We will
miss him.

Bill Roberts reported he would soon pick up the club's ATV
nom Doug's place in Ft. Davis.

Dave, N5DO reported that Bob Ward, WA5ROE
was just presented with the "Volunteer Of The Year" award at
the Volunteer Big Bend Luncheon.

[ The local newspaper, The Alpine Avalanche, ran a
superb article in the Thursday, May 14, 2009 issue. Find it
and read it. We'll try to get permission to reprint it here at a
later date. Bob has been a contributor to his community all of
his life, no matter where he has lived Ward was 28 years old
when he moved to Alpine and has been contributing in one
way or many others, to Alpine, the Big Bend and West Texas
for the past 38 years. His contributions have been low key
with little, if any fanfare, but the have been significant and
substantial. He was the instigatingforce that brought the
BBARC into being 35 years ago come December, and he
initiated the Bug Bend Emergency Net 32 years ago come
September. The club and the net are still going strong today
and Bob is still very active in both. But Amateur Radio is only
one of very many community activities that Ward supports.
This award was well deserved and way past due, but to Bob,
it's just the way life should be lived "You always put
something back in. '1

Kudos were given to the news letter. One comment
was made about including a Word Jumble, and the response
was that anyone is welcome to submit anything they feet
would add to the news letter (hint, hint.)

Terry, K5TDA reported that Jim Fowler was doing
well. The stint implant was not performed and the artery was
simply closed and the second artery allowed to function in a
singular capacity, eliminating the possibility ofa leak in the
damaged artery. The report is that Jim is doing well and back
to a normal routine.
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