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ONE YEAR, NO SKIPS
From Bill Baker, WSA TO
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THE BARK has now been published 12months in a
row with this edition. I haven't researched it, but as far as
anyone knows it has never been published 12 months in a row
before. It may have made a few quarterly issues in a row, but
I'm not sure if it made it for a full year or not. So I'm not
going to consider this a record, but it is certainly a landmark.

I want to thank everyone for the wonderful and
encouraging comments you have given me over the past year.
It has certainly helped keep me going. And as this is the
CLUB newsletter and not MY newsletter, I am also just as
receptive to suggestions and constructive criticism aimed
toward improving it.

I am also looking for articles and photos from others.
We have many good writers in the club with many various
interests. Send me something to put in the newsletter. And as I
can't be at every activity and event that the club participates
in, I can't get photos of every thing that we do. If you have
photos or information that would interest the club, please send
them to me.

MEETING MINUTES
June 9, 2009

15 people attended the June meeting. Rob distributed
Field Day T-shirts and pins and then called for the minutes of
the last meeting.

The 444.625 repeater is ready to be put back in
service and the re-building of solar panels for the Glass
Mountain repeater was near completion.

Field Day plans were discussed and though there
were to be some minor adjustments, the basic plan remained
the same as always. People who attend will be well fed and -
have a good time. T

Plans for the July 41hHamburger Booth in Kokernot
Park are the same as in past years.

The BBARC has been requested to provide some
radio communications for an event associated with the Marfa

Lights Festival. The Blackwell School Marfa Lights IOK Run
and 5K Walk is scheduled for the morning of September 5,
2009. This will be in conflict with our commitment to the Big
Bend Balloon Bash. Bill Baker, W5A TO will work on this to
see if enough people can be assembled to take care of both
events for this one day.

Rob Kinucan, KE5KNQ gave a presentation on his
experiences in cotlecting and restoring vintage solid state
stereo audio equipment. He demonstrated a late 70's Pioneer
SX-780 receiver he had restored. It was interesting to note
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some of the modifications made to accommodate components
that were either unavailable or had proven to be unreliable.

FIELD DAY
WSATO

No statistics available yet, they should be in the next
issue. But here is some of what happened this year.

It must be going on 9 or 10years now that the

BBARC has had the privilece of the use of the DoubleDiamond Pavilion on the 4 full weekend of each June to
conduct our Field Day exercise. The DD Pavilion, with a
kitchen, restrooms, spacious dining area and plenty of real
estate for tent and RV camping has been a perfect facility from
which to not only conduct the radio operations ofField Day,
but an excellent location to spend time with family and friends
and entertain guests.

We owe many thanks to Barb Stone, KM5VM who,
as a DD resident, arranges for our use of the facility, and to
Ralph Meriwether who carved out part of his ranch to
establish the Double Diamond Community. And we must not
forget the DO Property Owner's Association.

This year, the DO POA President Amy Amick and
her husband Roy volunteered to cook a special dinner for
Friday night. Amy comes ftom a HAM radio family and Roy
has an absolutely delicious family recipe for South Carolina
Bar-B-Que Chicken. So many heart felt thanks to Amy, Roy,
Barb, Ralph and all the residents of the Double Diamond for
all the support they have given the BBARC over the years.

There were many differences in this year's Field Day
. experience, and many last minute changes in the plans, but

with the skill and experience of all of those involved,
contingent actions fell into place as smoothly as if nothing had
happened. After all, the real purpose of Field Day is to deploy
emergency communications effectively and to be able to
resolve or overcome any obstacles to successful operations.
I'm glad to report that we did that without skipping a beat.

Bill Brooks, KE50G usuatly leads the side band
operations, however this year he was committed to
performances in the Big Bend Summer Theater. This year in
the "Will Rogers Follies" he plays the part of Will Rogers'
father. Mike Ward, NW5M of Ft. Davis and Mc Donald
Observatory stepped in to fitl the SSB leader position.
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