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MORSE CODEIS NOT DEAD!
NSDO

Reports of the death of Morse Code appear to be
premature. Morse Code, or CW as we commonly call it,
appears to be doing nicely, thank you.

Recently it was announced that log submissions for
the CQ World Wide DX Contest surpassed 10,000 for the first
time ever - andthereweremoreCW logsubmissionsthan
SSB log submissions for the first time since 1989 (5,272 CW
logs vs. 5,013 SSB logs).

The upsurge in CW activity seems to mirror the
increase in ham radio in Europe, especially in the fonner
Communist bloc countries in east Europe. Since many of
these new operators have limited resources, they find CW rigs
easier to obtain than SSB rigs. Also, it is easier to make
contacts when using low power and poor antennas with CW
than it is with SSB.

A fi'eakish side bar to the increase in popularity of
CW operating is the resurgence in high speed telegraphy.
QST announced recently that the 91hIARU High Speed
Telegraphy World Championship will take place in Bulgaria
this September. In 1936 the first" Amateur Code Speed
Contest" was held with the winner copying 52.2 wpm.
Apparently it is now routine for competitors to copy I00 wpm.

If you would like to try your hand at high speed CW,
check the RUFZ or Morse Runner programs which can be
found on the Internet;
(www.RufzXP.net or www.dxatlas.com ).

Morse Runner, available tree at the DX Atlas site, is
an impressive program in which you can practice copying CW
at any speed you would like and can add QRM, QRN, QSB,
flutter, or even lids to make the copy more difficult (as if you :
needtomakeitmoredifficult). .

It's good that CW is still alive. Who can forget the
movie, "Independence Day?" Certainly every CW operator
had to stand and cheer as communication using the old
fashioned Morse Code saved the earth from attack by alien
invaders! Or the movie "Executive Decision" when special
ops signaled trom a passenger jet to Navy fighter jets by
interrupting the wiring of the wing lights. Remember, when
all else fails, two pieces of wire can be used as a erode key to
send a message via CWo

Learning Morse Code is supposed to be like riding a
bicycle - once you learn it, you never forget. So blow the dust
off that old Radio Shack key and join the fast growing ranks
of CW operators!

MEETING MINUTES
July 14,2009

12 people attended the July meeting. President Rob
Kinucan was out of town and Vice President Lara Hawkins

conducted the meeting.
Bob Ward reported that we put $295 in the bank after

Field Day. This year the Friday night meal was donated
Saturday's meals came in under the usual budget

On the 411Iof July hamburgers Bob said $893 had
been taken in, but we haven't got the bill for the supplies yet.
He expects we will net around $500.

Dave Cockrum reported on Field Day results. This
year we made 1957 contacts and scored 7204 points. Last year
we scored 8308 points which placed us 1811Iin our class among
600 stations. This years 7204 points would have put us at 2911I
position in last years event, still in the top 5%.

Bill Roberts reported on the July 1311Iattempt to begin
repairs on the repeater at Christmas Mountain. He and Bill
Baker took two ATV 4-wheelers to the mountain and found

the access trail to be in extremely poor condition. After an
hour they had only covered about one third of the trail and
reached a washout that was impassable with the equipment at
hand. The whole trail normally takes 30 to 40 minutes. There
was discussion of what options to consider, and there are
several. It was decided to discuss the matter with other

agencies with repeaters at the same location to see a solution
could be found for the common benefit of aU.

Keith West, W5KRW has taken ajob in EI Dorado,
Kansas and has donated 40 feet of antenna tower to the club.

We will miss Keith and wish him well in his new job, and
certainly offer our profound thanks for his generous donation.

Bill Baker proposed that the club's tower trailer be
refurbished noting it should have new tires, paint, lights and

. reflectors. A motion was made to proceed, but during the

.discussion it was suggested to have it painted by an auto paint
shop instead of doing it with spray cans. The motion was
made to get an estimate for the professional paint job before
we make a final decision.

REPEATER SITUATION

Several weeks ago we lost two repeaters. 146.92 in
the Glass Mountains between Alpine and Ft. Stockton, and
146.82 on Christmas Mountain near Study Butte and the west
entrance of Big Bend National Park. Lightning storms were in
the area of both of these repeaters that same day.

While the Glass Mountain repeater is easier to reach,
much of its coverage is overlapped by other repeaters and
systems. The Christmas Mountain repeater is the only IIAM
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