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Newsletter of the Big Bend Amateur Radio Club, AD5BB 
December, 2010                                                                                     Alpine, Texas 

 

MEETING MINUTES, DECEMBER, 2010 
December 14, 2010 

 The meeting was attended by 15 people. 

 

BIG BEND ULTRARUN 

 Radio coverage for the Big Bend Ultra Run on January 

16, 2011 was surveyed and the only change from the previous 

event three years ago, will be to relocate Net Control to Old Ore 

Road. 

 

BBARC ANNUAL BANQUET 

 The Big Bend Amateur Radio Club Annual Banquet is 

being arranged. It will be at the Longhorn Steakhouse in Alpine. 

Attendees will have a choice of chicken fried chicken or chicken 

fried steak for $10.00 a plate. A small salad and tea or water are 

included. Deserts or other beverages will be extra. Tentatively, 

Friday, January 21 at 6:00 P.M. has been set for the time. 

Conformation of the time will be made with the steakhouse 

before the January meeting. (The January 21 date and time has 

since been confirmed.) 

 

2011 BBARC OFFICERS 
 Officers for the Club for the 2011 calendar year were 

elected. 

 President: Jim Fowler, KD5KBU 

 Vice President: Jim Glasscock, WA5JBG 

 Secretary: Chuck Dobbins, KA5PVB 

 Treasurer: Angie Otoupal, N5MVV 

 It was noted that Angie has been treasurer for over 18 

years and she was given the opportunity to decline nomination. 

She responded that she enjoys doing it and would be happy to 

serve another term. 

 

MEETING LOCATION 
 It was noted that there have been issues at the new Fire 

Station with locks and with people getting moved in and settled 

in the new building. It was decided to continue to hold our club 

meetings at the West Texas National Bank Building, until further 

notice. 

 

PLANNING AND ADVERTISING 
 Dave Cockrum made the point that while we have an 

agreement for some advertising time on KVLF radio, we really 

have nothing specific to advertise. Dave has agreed to help 

organize and plan meeting programs well in advance, and he 

discussed the possibility of conducting licenses classes on 

custom schedules to meet the needs of groups and individuals 

that are interested. A 1-1/2 day weekend workshop with testing 

at the end of the second day was discussed as a possibility. 

 With these and other activities planned far enough in 

advance it would provide current information as content for the 

advertising.  

 Four other members volunteered to assist Dave with the 

project and will work on details to present to the club in 

February. 

 

 

DUES DUE 
 A new year and new officers, must mean it is time to 

renew your club dues. BBARC club dues are $36.00 per year for 

individual or individual and spouse. These dues are used to cover 

expenses such as a telephone line for the ‘auto patch’, rent for 

our storage locker, insurance and repairs for the club 

communications RV (aka BFB, and if you don’t know, don’t 

ask.) Then there are the 5 permanent linked repeaters and one 

portable and linkable repeater that need batteries and repairs 

from time to time. 

 One great benefit is the wonderfully edited and 

sometimes beautifully illustrated newsletter that comes out once 

a month. 

 BEST of all are the bragging rights to be a member of 

the largest, oldest, and most active HAM club south of I-10, east 

of El Paso and west of the Pecos. 

 Please get your dues in soon. Drop them off at True 

Value in Alpine attention to Bob Ward, bring them with you to 

the next meeting on the 11
th

 or mail them to BBARC, 1402 N. 5
th

 

St., Alpine, TX. 79830. Checks may be made payable to 

BBARC. 

 

BIG BEND ULTRA RUN 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 2011 
 

 The Big Bend Ultra Run Began in January of 2005.  It is 

produced by Fleet Feet of San Antonio and is supported by many 

sponsors. It provides running enthusiasts an opportunity to run a 

competitive race through the back roads of Big Bend National 

Park and proceeds from the race go to the Friends of Big Bend 

National Park which helps to fund improvements in the park. 

 The first race, in 2005, was a very long course down the 

Old River Road from the west end to the east end. In 2006 the 

course was changed to a 50k course starting on Glenn Springs 

Road, then south on Black Gap Road and then east on the Old 

River road to the south end of Glenn Springs Road. A 25k course 

was also set up that started at the north end of Glenn Springs 

Road and followed it south to the finish line at the Old River 

Road intersection. These same courses were used again in 2007, 

the last time the event was held. 
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